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Founded in 1990, Trap Door began as 
a nomadic troupe, thrilling the European
theaters of Stockholm, Berlin, Zakopane
and Paris with our grassroots, avant-garde
expressionism. It was on these stages that
our trademark style of myth, ritual, and
revolution first crystallized. In March of
1994, Trap Door came home to the United
States, bringing with us the exotic
sensibilities we had developed on our 
low-budget, international tours. Now in our
28th season, we continue our ground-
breaking work. We offer our deepest
thanks to you, our audience, for joining us
on this remarkable journey. “No other
theater can consistently suspend reality 
to create overwhelming and oftentimes
otherworldly atmosphere, usually before
the action or dialogue even begins, like
Trap Door Theatre. To say that they are
the foremost purveyors of avant-garde
theater in Chicago is to under- state this
portal to alternate realms. Hidden down 
a narrow walkway, next to a bar, behind 
a restaurant, on a side street in Bucktown
is a black trap door that opens into the
extremes of theatrical imagination.” -
Venus Zarris, Chicago Stage Review

HISTORY

ABOUT TRAP DOOR
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Trap Door Theatre is committed to
seeking out challenging and obscure
works. Whether a forgotten European
classic, an international project rarely
seen in the United States, or an
untarnished piece of American
literature, Trap Door seeks diverse
voices and presents them through
innovative expression. We mix
established and imaginative
techniques to illustrate the absurdities
of living in today’s society.
Visit our site for more information:
https://trapdoortheatre.com/

As we prepare for our future, we ask
for your support. Your donations
directly affect the development of
productions at Trap Door and allow us
to compensate our artists. 

Here’s How:
Donate at www.trapdoortheatre.com 
or
paypal.me/TrapDoorTheatre 
or make your check payable to Trap
Door Productions and send to: Trap
Door Theatre / 1655 W
Cortland / Chicago IL 60622.

All donations are tax deductible and
greatly appreciated!

NICOLE WIESNER 
MANAGING DIRECTOR
Nicole joined the acting ensemble in 1999, 
and currently serves as the Managing Director.
Directing credits for the company include
"Minna", "The Fairytale Lives of Russian Girls",
"Phedre", "Monsieur D'eon is a Woman", "The
Old Woman Broods" and "The White Plague".
Regionally, she has appeared at Court
Theatre, Goodman Theatre, Huntington
Theatre, Lookingglass Theatre, Steppenwolf
Theatre, Next Theatre, and Yale Rep. 

BEATA PILCH
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 
Beata founded Chicago’s Trap Door Theatre 
in 1994 and still presides as its Artistic Director.
Originally from Chicago, she holds a BFA in
Acting from the United States International
University in San Diego and a MFA in Acting
from California Institute of the Arts in Valencia,
CA. She had the honor to graduate as a
magna cum laude from both universities and
was later awarded the Prestigious Alumni
award from CalArts. She has directed and
performed in over 80 Trap Door productions
and has toured abroad annually with the
company to France, Romania, Hungary, Poland
and was the first US theatre company ever to
perform in the Republic of Moldova. In 2015,
Beata created a sister company, Trap Door
International, which produces out of Barcelona,
Spain. SUPPORT TRAP DOOR THEATRE!

MISSION STATEMENT

https://trapdoortheatre.com/
http://www.trapdoortheatre.com/
http://paypal.me/TrapDoorTheatre


ABOUT THE SHOW
October 15 – October 17, 2021

Streaming Online

 Dinner with Marx

written by Matei Vişniec
translated by Adam J. Sorkin and Lidia

Vianu 
directed by Kasey Foster

Opens: Friday, October 15th at 8PM (CST)

Closes: Sunday, October 17th at 3PM (CST)

Showtimes: 8PM Friday and Saturday, 
3PM Sunday

Join us after the Sunday stream for a live
talk back with the Director and actors!

Admission: $10 Virtual Tickets. To purchase:
https://trapdoor.ticketleap.com/dinner-
with-marx/

With an international
cast of 12 artists from
around the globe,
Trap Door Theatre
presents a collection
of musical videos
inspired by the
poetry of Romanian
playwright, Matei
Vişniec.

https://trapdoor.ticketleap.com/dinner-with-marx/


Cast:
is a performer, producer, director, and puppeteer.
She is an Ensemble Member at Lookingglass
Theatre, where she most recently performed in "The
Steadfast Tin Soldier" (Ballerina). On-camera
credits include: "Chicago Med" and IFC’s
Documentary "Now!". Recent directing credits
include: "Isolated" and "Dreams", both at The
Actors Gymnasium, and "A Snapshot of Two
Chicago Neighborhoods" with Lookingglass
Theatre's Young Ensemble. Kasey sings with bands
Babe-alon 5, Grood, Nasty Buoy, Old Timey, and
This Must be the Band, appearing at venues
throughout the city and across the country. She has
created over forty original works in Chicago and
produces two annual series, "Dance Tribute" and
"The ACTual Show". For more info, check out her
website at www.kaseyfoster.com

Director
Kasey  Foster

Writer
Mate i  Vişn iec

the playwright, poet, and journalist, was born in
Romania, and now lives in Paris. He began writing
for the theatre in 1977. Early in his career Visniec’s
plays were banned by the Romanian censors. In
1987 he was invited to France by a literary
foundation. While there, he asked for and received
political asylum. After the fall of communism in
Romania, in 1989, Visniec became one of the most
performed playwrights in the country. Visniec
gained international attention in 1992, with
productions of "Horses at the Window" in France,
and "Old Clown Wanted" at the Bonner Biennale”.
Since then, Matei Visniec’s work has been produced
in France, Germany, United States, Denmark,
Austria, Poland, Finland, Italy, Turkey, Brazil,
Romania, and Moldavia. Most recently, his play The
Word Progress on My Mother’s Lips Doesn’t Ring
True was the winner of the “Best Play in the Off-
section” at the Avignon Festival in 2009.

Cast:

Venice  Averyheart ,  Anarosa  But ler ,

Carl  Chambers ,  Ron  Chris topher

Jones ,  Neema  Lahon ,  David  Lovejoy ,

Michael  Mejia ,  Emi ly  Nichelson ,  T ia

Pinson ,  Raquel  Jezequel  Personal ,

Cris t ina  Pronzat i ,  and  Keith  Surney

The production team:

Sound  Designer :  Char les  Otto  

Addit ional  Sound  Credits :

Audiomachine  "Earthshaker"

L ionclad  "Almighty  Pr incess"

 Graphic  Designer :  Michal  Janick i  

Product ion  Ass is tant :  Natal ia

Kl i szczyk

Special Thanks:

Matei  Vişn iec ,  Antonio  Brunett i ,

Kevin  Cox ,  Kasey  Foster ,  David

Lovejoy ,  Char l ie  Otto ,  Milan

Pr ibis ic ,  Adam  Sork in  and  L idia

Vianu ,  Bob  Wilson

http://www.kaseyfoster.com/


A native of Chicago, Venice made
her debut with Trap Door Theatre
last winter in Karel Capek’s "The
White Plague" directed by Nicole
Weisner. As a new ensemble
member with Trap, her recent
performances have included
"ALAS" directed by Michael Mejia,
Matei Visniec’s "Decomposed
Theatre" with International Voices
Project directed by Josiah Davis,
and "Decomposed Theatre"
Episodes segment. She’s a fruit
enthusiast and a lover of teas and
chocolate!

VENICE  AVERYHEART

Anarosa is a Spanish / Irish actor.
Originally from Madrid but has
lived between Ireland and Spain
her whole life. She graduated from
Liverpool university and
commenced her profesional in the
UK before moving back to Dublin
and completing her Masters in
Theatre Studies from University
College Dublin. After a very wet
Irish summer she decided to move
to Barcelona where she’s been
ever since. Her 3rd FMV is out now,
"Dark side of the Moon" and she’s
currently voicing a number of
video games at the moment. For
further info you can find it here on
her website, www.anarosa.rocks. 

ANAROSA BUTLER

Carl has graduated from the
Guildford Conservatoire of Acting
in 2010. He was born, raised, and
trained in London, England. He has
appeared in a variety of Film,
Theatre and TV productions
including previous Trap Door
ventures. His Trap Door actor
credits includes: "ALAS" directed
by Michael Mejia, "Blood on the
Cat’s Neck" and "MIGRAAANTS"
directed by Beata Pilch.

CARL CHAMBERS

Reginal credits include "Ain't
Missbehavin" at North Coast, 
"How The Grinch Stole Christmas" 
at the Old Globe Theatre, and 
"Play On!" at the Pasadena
Playhouse. Ron is the 2018 winner 
of Best Actor, and Best Fight
Choreographer, at the San Diego
Film Awards. In what little spare 
time Ron has, he likes playing golf,
and darts. Ron spent the last 2 ½
years as Production Manager for 
San Diego Musical Theatre,
overseeing all creative aspects of
shows from design, to closing 
night. Ron is an avid film maker, 
and during the pandemic his
production company, RCJones
Productions, created and filmed
many outdoor concerts and 
events. 

RON CHRISTOPHER JONES

Cast Cast Cast Cast

https://anarosa.rocks/


Neema is an Actor and Director
from London. She’s lived in
Barcelona since 2015,
puppeteering and storytelling for
Catalonia’s biggest theatre in
education company, IPA
Productions. Whilst in Spain, she
has worked with Escapade
Theatre, Thrive Musical Theatre,
Trap Door Int. and Play in a Day
BCN. She trained at the National
Youth Theatre. In 2019 she started
her own theatre company, HURT
Theatre; where she takes minor
female characters in male driven
plays and turns them into
protagonists with their own
narratives. She’s captivated by the
playwright Matei Visniec.

NEEMA LAHON

David is an ensemble member at
Trap Door Theatre, and also the
Marketing Director and Associate
Managing Director. At Trap Door,
ze has appeared in "Monsieur
d’Eon is a Woman", "Old Woman
Broods", "Childhood Beauty", "The
White Plague", "Decomposed
Theatre", and "The Killer". Ze has
also worked with Broken Nose
Theatre, Redtwist Theatre,
Chimera Ensemble, and Passage
Theatre. Ze received a BA from
UChicago in Absurdist Theatre,
and is a graduate of the School at
Steppenwolf and the Academy at
Black Box.

DAVID LOVEJOY

Michael studied acting and music
performance at Indiana University
before coming to Chicago.
Michael is the Company Manager
for Trap Door Theatre, where they
are also a proud ensemble
member. Trap Door Director
credits: "ALAS" and "Decomposed
Theatre" Ep. 3. Actor credits: "The
White Plague", "Love and
Information", "The Killer", "The Old
Woman Broods", "Monsieur Deon is
a Woman" (Trap Door Theatre);
"Proxy" (Underscore Theatre);
"Kingdom" (Broken Nose Theatre);
"Little Shop of Horrors" (Stoughton
Village Players); "Hair" (Harper
Ensemble Theatre). Michael is also
a musician who plays guitar, piano
and writes. www.mejiah.com

MICHAEL MEJIA

Emily is an ensemble member of
the Trap Door Theatre community
since 2015. She has appeared
onstage or virtually in ten
productions, including
"Decomposed Theatre" Ep. 5,
"ALAS", "The White Plague", "Love
and Information", "Tango", "Old
Woman Broods", 2018 "European
Tour of The Occidental Express",
"The Fairytale Lives of Russian
Girls", and "No Matter How Hard
We Try". She has also worked as
the assistant hair and makeup
designer for "Lipstick Lobotomy".
Originally from Peoria, Illinois, she
received a BFA in performing arts
from Illinois State University. 

EMILY NICHELSON

Cast Cast Cast Cast

http://www.mejiah.com/


Tia is a Flint, MI Native who wishes
to experience and spread light,
love and compassion through art
and storytelling. As a teaching
artist who graduated from
Western Michigan University’s
Theatre program with a degree in
Music Theatre Performance, she
continues to search for ways to
encourage underprivileged youth
to find their way creatively. She
has been seen on various stages
during her time in Chicago. Tia is
a proud Proboscis Company
Member.

TIA PINSON

Raquel was born in Barcelona and
is an actress, singer, pianist and
dancer. Since her debut with Trap
Door International in "Blood on the
Cat’s Neck", dir. by Beata Pilch in
2015, she has worked in many
musical theatre productions
including: "Little Shop of Horrors",
"Rent", and "Carrie". She is also
producing and directing "WHO is
it- A Michael Jackson's Tribute"
and "The Soul Xperience", a
concert that features the best
songs of Gospel and Soul of all
times. She is also a part of the
company Suerteenmivida in Spain.
Currently she is studying Speech
Therapy and teaching singing and
acting in several schools of
Barcelona.

RAQUEL JEZEQUEL 

Ensemble member Cristina lives in
the Hudson Valley right outside of
NYC, an idyllic country location
that she says balances out the
intensity of the city, and where all
her passions can converge and
flourish: tending to her most
beloved project, her own home
sanctuary and animal rescue for
abandoned cats and dogs;
creating original artwork in her
graphic studio right at home; and
being immersed in the innovative
work of the diverse and ever-
changing local theatre scene.

CRISTINA PRONZATI

is a proud ensemble member and
joined Trap Door Theatre
community in 2018. He has been in
many Trap Door shows the last few
seasons including "Decomposed
Theatre" Ep. 4 and 6, "ALAS",
"White Plague", "The Locketeer",
"Monsieur D’eon is a Woman", "The
Old Woman Broods", "Tango",
"25/25", and "The Killer". The
Chicago-born actor has a
bachelor’s degree from Columbia
College of Chicago. Find more
about him on Instagram, and
check out his podcast, Playing In
The DARK. Keith is also a veteran
of the U.S Army and a member of
the Kinfolk Film Collective. 

KEITH SURNEY

Cast Cast Cast Cast

https://www.instagram.com/KeithSurney/
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/playing-in-the-dark-keith-surney-JHzkT2fhSVF/


Set Designer

$2500+

Rick Gillies, The John R Halligan Charitable

Fund, The Rothman Family Foundation

 

Ensemble Member 

$1000+

Anonymous

 

Box Office Attendant 

$101-$999

Imad Bahrani, Nancy Bishop, Joseph and

Dianne Damico, David Edelberg, Belton

Fleisher, Lois and James Hobart, Warren

Mueller, Marilyn Robbins, Amy Speek, In

Memory of Jesse Dornan

 

Production Assistant 

$1-$100 and In Kind

Krystyna Cygielska, Dorcas Joslin, Scott

Dray, Kelsey Freese, Kyle Green, Ekaterina

Khazin, Ziggy Malecki, Mary K Martinovich,

Nancy Nagel, John Pinkus, Elizabeth Ress,

Alyssa Robbins, Norm Sloan, Keith Surney,

D. Gray Vogelmann

2020/21 DONORS

Thank you to last
years donors! For more info visit:

https://trapdoortheatre.com/

Tickets available: 

https://trapdoor.ticketleap.com/dinner-with-
marx/

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/TrapDoorTheatre/

Instagram:

https://www.instagram.com/trapdoorthtr/

Contact details:

Email: boxofficetrapdoor@gmail.com
Phone: (+1) 773-384-0494

Muse

$25,000+

The Reva and David Logan Foundation

 

Director

$15,000+

Illinois Business Interruption Grant, The

Richard H. Driehaus Foundation, The Paul M

Angell Family Foundation

 

Star

$5000+

City of Chicago Performing Arts Venue

Relief Grant, The Gaylord and Dorothy

Donnelley Foundation, William Hunt, The

Illinois Arts Council, John Kulczycki, Dan

Noel

https://trapdoortheatre.com/
https://trapdoor.ticketleap.com/queen-c/
https://trapdoortheatre.com/dinner-with-marx/
https://www.facebook.com/TrapDoorTheatre/
https://www.instagram.com/trapdoorthtr/

